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Table 2.29

Respondents reporting fear of walking alone and feeling unsafe at home at night

United States, selected years 1965-97

Question: "Is there any area near where you live--that is, within a mile--where you would be
afraid to walk alone at night? How about when you're at home at night--do you feel
safe and secure, or not?"

Afraid to
 walk alone

at night

Feel unsafe
at home
at night

1965   34% NA
1967   31 NA
1972  42 17%
1975  45 20
1977  45 15
1981 45 16
1983  45 16
1989   43 10
1990 40 10
1992 44 11
1993 43 NA
1996 39 9
1997 38 9

Note: For a discussion of public opinion survey sampling procedures, see Appendix 6.

Source: George Gallup, Jr., The Gallup Poll Monthly , No. 318, pp. 51, 52; No. 339, p. 20;
No. 371, p. 37 (Princeton, NJ: The Gallup Poll); and data provided by The Gallup Organiza-
tion, Inc. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff. Reprinted by permission.


