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Table  2.36

Attitudes toward crime rate in own area and uneasiness on the streets

United States, selected years 1966-93

"In the past year, do you feel the
crime rate in your area has been
increasing, decreasing, or has it  

remained the same as it was before?"

"Compared to a year ago, do you 
personally feel more uneasy on

the streets, less uneasy, or
not much different?"

Increasing Decreasing
Remained

 same
Not
sure

More
uneasy

Less
uneasy

Not much
different

Not
sure

1966 NA NA NA NA 49% 3% 44% 4%
1967 46% 4% 43% 7% NA NA NA NA
1968 NA NA NA NA 53 4 42 1
1969 NA NA NA NA 55 4 39 2
1970 62 3 30 5 NA NA NA NA
1971 NA NA NA NA 55 5 39 1
1973 48 7 40 5 NA NA NA NA
1975 70 3 24 3 55 2 42 1
1977 NA NA NA NA 49 4 46 1
1978 46 7 42 5 40 5 53 2
1981 68 4 27 1 48 6 45 1
1982 59 6 34 1 41 7 51 1
1983 41 15 43 1 26 9 63 2
1984 33 21 44 2 24 10 65 1
1985 40 17 42 1 32 7 60 1
1991 55 5 39 1 38 5 57 (a)
1993 54 5 39 2 42 5 51 2

Note: For a discussion of public opinion survey sampling procedures, see Appendix 6.

aLess than 0.5%.

Source: Louis Harris, The Harris Poll , Apr. 14, 1991, p. 2; Aug. 9, 1993, p. 2 (Los Angeles: Crea-
tors Syndicate, Inc.). Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff. Reprinted by permission.


