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Table 3.160

Law enforcement officers accidentally killed

By circumstances at scene of incident, United States, 1980-95

Circumstances at scene of incident
Struck by vehicles Accidental shootings

Total
Automobile
accidents

Motorcycle
accidents

Aircraft 
accidents

Traffic stops,
road blocks,

etc.

Directing traf-
fic, assisting

motorists, etc.

Crossfires, mis-
taken identities,
firearm mishaps

Training
sessions Self-inflicted

Other (falls,
drownings,

etc.)

     Total 1,076 496 82 137 101 118 55 13 9 65

1980 61 35 2 6 6 6 4 0 1 1
1981 66 21 3 11 12 11 3 0 3 2
1982 72 22 6 11 12 11 3 1 1 5
1983 72 28 8 10 10 8 1 3 1 3
1984 75 34 6 11 6 6 5 1 1 5
1985 70 32 3 8 9 10 3 1 1 3
1986 67 24 5 12 2 10 8 2 0 4
1987 74 36 5 5 7 11 4 1 0 5
1988 77 35 6 7 7 9 6 0 1 6
1989 79 43 5 10 8 4 4 0 0 5
1990 67 27 10 7 6 9 4 1 0 3
1991 52 24 6 6 5 3 1 0 0 7
1992 66 34 5 5 6 5 3 0 0 8
1993 59 37 1 10 1 3 3 2 0 2
1994 62 32 8 10 3 4 1 1 0 3
1995 57 32 3 8 1 8 2 0 0 3

Note: These data include Federal, State, and local law enforcement officers accidentally
killed while performing official duties in the United States, Puerto Rico, American Samoa,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, and abroad. Some data were re-
vised by the Source and therefore will differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Law
Enforcement  Officers Killed and Assaulted, 1989 , p. 47; 1995, p. 63; FBI
Uniform Crime Reports (Washington, DC: USGPO). Table adapted by
SOURCEBOOK staff.


