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Table 3.168

Explosives stolen and recovered as reported to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

By type of explosive, United States, 1981-95

Type of explosive
Low explosives (lbs.) High explosives (lbs.) Detonating

Blasting
agents (lbs.)

Black
powder

Smokeless
powder Boosters

Military
explosives,

TNT Dynamite Primers
Detonators

(each)

cord, safety
fuse, ignitor

cord (ft.)
Grenades

(each) Other (lbs.)a

Amount stolen
1981 24,036 325 973 494 20 21,317 1,461 33,990 80,356 40 291
1982 31,476 558 73 243 1,871 29,267 474 42,466 56,047 0 150
1983 4,975 1,034 47 1,331 75 25,588 821 26,455 85,813 191 0
1984 35,891 418 0 1,017 135 28,468 2,171 33,086 106,537 93 NA
1985 7,132 428 87 491 235 24,013 562 46,352 85,066 1 NA
1986 8,210 170 115 788 2 24,945 1,676 31,497 172,588 35 NA
1987 4,705 150 0 696 1 8,372 1,304 33,112 47,450 10 NA
1988 9,439 347 0 1,306 244 12,730 339 43,092 57,058 1 NA
1989 3,584 318 0 544 5 10,801 1,485 21,797 68,807 36 NA
1990 3,895 25 0 304 1 11,599 563 13,562 30,337 13 NA
1991 9,576 158 30 487 85 6,023 0 11,527 60,397 6 NA
1992 1,063 0 20 531 2 7,983 89 11,067 29,640 0 NA
1993 4,022 303 24 127 74 4,409 25 7,075 28,534 224 NA
1994 6,905 100 0 2,593 22 5,320 0 5,226 83,771 69 NA
1995 5,300 25 0 76 16 3,234 78 7,818 19,267 58 NA

Amount recovered
1981 12,822 19 114 377 502 24,546 47 11,386 48,375 96 580
1982 16,046 41 6 604 2,661 22,574 124 17,000 82,887 138 175
1983 319 363 49 298 143 20,755 170 15,053 57,492 49 184
1984 3,065 319 312 87 304 9,962 247 12,061 79,306 402 2,319
1985 3,793 1,044 162 1,179 329 22,536 339 29,571 87,820 314 NA
1986 1,603 261 625 200 424 16,635 148 17,017 111,033 295 NA
1987 4,147 588 414 171 285 14,226 1,004 15,619 31,311 299 NA
1988 8,695 1,720 340 1,545 377 15,305 219 35,389 55,212 144 NA
1989 7,318 1,224 174 371 1,955 11,810 0 19,512 100,752 356 NA
1990 9,028 149 121 841 350 77,005 90 11,653 47,078 461 NA
1991 1,960 281 285 746 363 9,498 1 18,132 57,606 461 NA
1992 7,369 276 80 233 223 5,694 28 9,382 32,802 661 NA
1993 3,347 244 35 496 163 6,102 41 11,689 80,862 615 NA
1994 1,584 295 487 2,392 131 39,392 0 7,429 26,518 440 25,662
1995 8,031 215 205 162 320 7,201 48 9,205 66,126 717 NA

Note: See Note, table 3.164. "Blasting agents" refers to any material or mixture of ma-
terials, consisting of fuel and oxidizer, intended for blasting purposes, not otherwise de-
fined as an explosive (e.g., ammonium nitrate and fuel oil composition).

aMay include photoflash cartridge powder, potassium chlorate, RDX (an extremely
powerful military explosive), as well as small quantities of other types of explosives.

Source: U.S. Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms, Explosives Incidents Report 1988,  pp. 28, 35; 1993, p. 29; p. 37, Table
18 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Treasury); and U.S. Department of
the Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 1995 Arson and Explo-
sives Incidents Report  (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Treasury,
1997), p. 29; p. 36, Table 19. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.


