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Table 6.82

Movement of prisoners under sentence of death

United States, 1968-95

(- represents zero)

Received
death

sentence

Dispositions
other than
executiona Executions

Under
sentence
of death

on Dec. 31

1968 138 78 - 517
1969 143 85 - 575
1970 133 77 - 631
1971 113 102 - 642
1972 83 391 - 334
1973 42 242 - 134
1974 167 57 - 244
1975 322 78 - 488
1976 249 317 - 420
1977 159 155 1 423
1978 209 150 - 482
1979 172 59 2 593
1980 198 100 - 691
1981 245 79 1 856
1982 264 68 2 1,050
1983 259 111 5 1,209
1984 280 63 21 1,405
1985 273 84 18 1,591
1986 297 73 18 1,781
1987 299 90 25 1,984
1988 296 128 11 2,124
1989 251 102 16 2,250
1990 244 108 23 2,356
1991 266 116 14 2,482
1992 265 124 31 2,575
1993 266 108 38 2,716
1994 306 112 31 2,890
1995 310 105 56 3,054

Note: See Notes, tables 6.75 and 6.77. Figures for 1974-81 have been revised from those
reported in Capital Punishment 1981 , NPS Bulletin SD-NPS-CP-10, December 1982. In ad-
dition, as a result of a major procedural change regarding dispositions, the number of dispo-
sitions other than execution and the number of persons under sentence of death in 1976 and
subsequent years are not strictly comparable to corresponding data for earlier years. For in-
formation on methodology, definitions of terms, and explanatory notes, see Appendix 4. 

aDispositions of death sentences other than by execution included dismissal of indictment,
reversal of judgment, commutation, resentencing, order of a new trial, and death.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Capital Punishment 1984 ,
Bulletin NCJ-98399 (Washington, DC: USGPO, August 1985), p. 5; U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Correctional Populations in the United States, 1986 ,
NCJ-111611, Table 7.2; 1987, NCJ-118762, Table 7.2; 1988, NCJ-124280, Table 7.2; 1989,
NCJ-130445, Table 7.2; 1990, NCJ-135946, Table 7.2; 1991, NCJ-142729, Table 7.2; 1992,
NCJ-146413, Table 7.2; 1993, NCJ-156241, Table 7.2; 1994, NCJ-160091, Table 7.2; 1995,
NCJ-163916, Table 7.2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice); and data provided by
the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. Table adapted by SOURCE-
BOOK staff.


